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The First Word

It gives me great pleasure to present Arab readers everywhere, and
Palestinian readers in particular, with a literary publication focused primarily
on traditional Palestinian tales that reflect the habits, traditions and beliefs of
Palestinian peasants on social, religious and political matters. The tales were
recorded as they were told by ordinary people, but were written down in
Standard Arabic, as the author of the manuscript himself notes. The reader of
this book will find here, in addition to the main content, namely the tales
themselves, also three different studies, each of which serves a distinct
purpose. One is the Introduction, in which we speak at length about the
different types of tales, their origins, and how they are viewed by Arab
scholars and orientalists; then there are the footnotes and comments, in
which we document and define many geographical locations in Palestine, as
well as personalities, concepts and beliefs of times past, some of which are
still current among the people; thirdly we give a functional analysis of the
stories in accordance with the classification introduced by the Russian
scholar Proop in his Morphology of the Folktale, in order to explain various
aspects of these tales, some of which show how Muslim beliefs influenced
the Christians, and vice versa, especially in places where Muslims and
Christians live together, as in Beit Jala, al-Khadr, Jerusalem and elsewhere.

In conclusion, I would like to thank my teacher, Prof. Joseph Sadan, for
the valuable introduction which he wrote to this book. I am also grateful to
the members of the al-Qasemi Academy for the Arabic Language and
Literature, especially its chairman Dr. Yassin Kittani, all of whom read the
book with care and a critical eye, so that the book will contribute to better
knowledge of Palestinian culture. I would also like to express my thanks to
my colleagues Dr. Ghalib Anabseh, Dr. Muhammad Hamd and Dr. Ahmad
Aghbariyyah who made the language editing.



The Tale

One frequently encounters the terms “folktale” (gissa) and “folk story”
(hikaya). Let us begin by inquiring into their meaning according to
Arabic and foreign dictionaries.

According to the Lisan al-‘arab, s.v. q s s, “storytelling is the action
performed by the storyteller, who tells stories; and what a story is, is
well-known. One says: ‘There is a story in his head’, meaning a coherent
utterance. Similarly God says: ‘We tell you the most beautiful tales’,
meaning ‘We show you the most beautiful work of eloquence”.!

The same dictionary, s.v. h k y, states: “The 1% form verb of the root h k
y means to imitate someone in action or speech. The 3™ form is similar in
meaning. Thus we say: ‘So-and-so imitates the sun in beauty and is
similar to it; I repeated what he said; I reported what he said in his
name” 2

The dictionary a/-Mu jam al-wasit has this to say about the verb haka and
the verbal noun hikaya: “Produced its like. One says: ‘She is like (zahki)
the sun in beauty’. When used with reference to an utterance it means to
pass it on”. As for the word hikdya (tale), the dictionary defines it as
“What is repeated and told”.?

According to some scholars the word Azkaya (tale) is derived from the
verb meaning to imitate (/4aka). This may be due to a mental state in
which the teller believes that what he relates actually happened. A tale is

a description of an event which at times is related in a way which is

" Ibn Manzir, Lisin al-arab, s.v. q s s; see also al-Duwayk, al-Qasas al-sha i i
qatar, p. 135.

? Ibn Manzir, op.cit, s.v. hk y.

3 Al-Mu §am al-wasit, vol. 1, s.v. hk y.



occasionally devoid of historical validity and at times serves purely for
entertainment.”

This depiction of the tale derives from its commonly used form.
However, tales do not only imitate reality but may also criticize and
change it. It has indeed been connected mainly with imitation, since

Lisan al-‘arab is the only dictionary which mentions the possibility that

* Yanis, al-Hikaya al-sha biyya, pp. 10-12. Among the numerous sources which
deal with the definitions, conceptions, features and genres of folktales are the
following: al-Sarisi, al-Hikaya al-sha biyya fi al-mujtama “ al-filastini, dirasa wa-
nusus, 1™ printing, al-Mu‘assasa al-‘arabiyya lil-dirasat wal-nashr, Beirut, 1980;
al-Hikaya al-sha biyya f7 al-mujtama © al-filasting, 2" printing, ‘Alam al-kutub al-
hadith, Irid, Jordan, 2004; Nabila Ibrahim, Ashkal al-ta bir fi al-adab al-sha bi,
Dar nahdat misr lil-tiba‘a wal-nashr, Cairo, 1965; Fardarish, al-Hikaya al-
khurafiyya, nash’atuha, manahij dirasatuha, fanniyyatuha, trans. Nabila Ibrahim,
ed. Izz al-Din Isma‘il, Maktabat Gharib, Cairo, no date; al-Duwayk, al/-Qasas al-
sha‘bi fi Qatar, I printing, Markaz al-turath al-sha‘bi, 1984; Mahwi wa-Kana‘na,
Qul ya tayr, nusus wa-dirasa 7 al-hikaya al-sha ‘biyya al-filastiniyya, ed. and trans.
Jabir Sulayman and Ibrahim Mahwi, Mu‘assasat al-dirasat al-filastiniyya, Beirut,
2001; ‘Abd al-Hakim, al-Hikdya al-sha biyya al-‘arabiyya, dirdsa nazariyya
maydaniyya, 1 printing, Dar Ibn Khaldin, Beirut, 1980; al-Hasan, al-Hikaya al-
khurdfivya fi daffatay al-urdunn, 1% printing, Dar al-jil lil-tiba‘a wal-nashr wal-
tawzi, Damascus, 1988; Sirhan, al-Hikava al-sha Diyya al-filastiniyya, Matba‘at
al-tahrir al-filastiniyya, Markaz al-abhath, al-Mu‘assasa al-‘arabiyya lil-dirasat
wal-nashr, Beirut, 1974; Isma‘il, al-Qasas al-sha‘bi fi al-Sidan, al-Hay’a al-
misriyya al-@mma lil-ta’lif wal-nashr, 1971; Rushdi, al-Adab al-sha®i, 2™
printing, Maktabat al-nahda, Dar al-fikr, Cairo, 1955; al-Ghil, Fayiz, al-Dunya
hikayat, Jam‘yyat ‘ummal al-matdbi¢ al-urduniyya, Amman, 1965; al-‘Antil,
Alam al-hikayat al-sha biyya, 1* printing, Dar al-mirrikh, Riyadh, 1983; EP, s.v.
hikaya.



the Arabic word for tale, Aikdaya, may be derived from another meaning
of the verb, namely to relate, tell a story, a meaning which should
certainly not be ignored.’

‘Abd al-Nir defined the art of storytelling as “a very ancient art based on
a direct narration which arouses pleasure and excitement in the listeners’
minds. Its topics are imaginary things and strange adventures, but it may
also deal with things which can occur, or which have indeed occurred and
were then modified by the storyteller, who added his own imaginings,
feelings and his own life experiences”.®

The French scholar Van Genb in his definition of the tale explains that it
“is a story which takes place at a specific location, its characters are
known, well-defined, and believable”. He distinguishes between tale and
myth, which he associates with legends, that have to do with the
supernatural, expressed by way of ritual.”

Yet another scholar defines the folktale as “a kind of prose story which
has been passed on from one generation to another since before the dawn
of history, in a limited number of forms, each of which consists of a fixed

selection of motifs”.®

> Al-Duwayk, op.cit., p. 135.

® Jabbar, al-Mu jam al-adabi, p. 97.

7 Aly@, Shukri, Part V (Introduction to Modern French Folklore), in Dirdsat lil-
fulklir, by a team of scholars, quoted in al-Duwayk, op.cit., p. 137.

8 Bryniuif, A., Fabula, Band, p.63.



The folktale

Folk tales are found throughout books on folk heritage both ancient and
modern. Thus Ibn al-Faraj al-Asfahani’s’ Kitab als-aghani, written in the
fourth century AH, is replete with Arab folktales.'® The same is true of
al-Jahiz'' and al-Nuwayri.'” The latter’s book is full of ancient Arab

folktales.

° Abii al-Faraj ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Qurashi al-Asbahani of the Banii Umayya clan
(284/897 — Dhu al-hijja 356/November 967). The author of Kitab al-aghani, he
was discovered by Marwan b. Muhammad, the last Umayyad caliph. He was born
in Asbahan and raised in Baghdad, where he became one of the city’s prominent
literary figures. He quoted numerous scholars and was well versed in biographies
and genealogy. He was also a prolific writer of poetry (Ibn al-Qafti, Anbah al-
ruwat 1/335; Tbn al-Nadim, a/-Fihrist, end of the second century; Hajji, Kashf al-
auniin 1/282, 168; Brockelmann, 1:22. In his Kitab al-aghani al-Asfahani relates
the trials and tribulations of the pre-Islamic poet Ta’abbata Sharran (al-Sarisi, a/-
Hikaya al-sha biyya fTal-mujtama al-filastini, p. 75).

10 See, for example, al-Asfahani, op.cit., 18/209.

" Abi ‘Uthman ‘Amr b. Bahr Mahbiib al-Kanani al-Laythi al-Basri (159-255 AH), a
prominent writer of the Abbasid period, born and died in Basra (al-Hamawi,
Irshad al-adib 6/56-80; al-Katb1, al-W4fi bil-wafayat 1/388; Dairat al-ma arif al-
islamiyya 6/235; al-Anbari, Nazhat al-alba’, p. 254; Brockelmann S. 11239 and
1/185. Among the many other modern and ancient sources which contain
information about his life are the following: Brockelmann, History of Arabic
Literature, trans. ‘Abd al-Halim al-Najjar, Dar al-ma‘arif, Egypt, 1962; Kahala,
Mu jam al-mu allifina 8/8-9; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam wa-tabaqat mashahir al-
a lam, Maktabat al-quds, Cairo, 1367 AH; Jabr, al-Jahiz wa-mujtama“ ‘asrihi, al-
Matba‘a al-kathulikiyya, Beirut, 1958; al-Jahiz fT hayatihi wa-fikrihi, Mansharat
dar al-kitab al-lubnani, Lebanon, 1959; Gharib, al-Jahiz dirasa @mma, Nashr dar

al-thaqafa, Beirut, 1967; Salim, al-Naqd al-manhaji inda al-Jahiz, Matba‘at al-



ma‘arif, Baghdad, 1950; Husayn, al-Bayan al-‘arabi min al-Jahiz ila A4bd al-
Qahir, Cairo, 1937; Sam’il, al-Rih nda al-Jahiz f7 kitab al-Hayawan, Dar al-
kitab al-jadid, Beirut, 1975; al-Sandibi, Adab al-Jahiz, al-Matba‘a al-rahmaniyya,
Cairo, 1931; no name, al-Jahiz fi al-Basra wa-Baghdad wa-Samirra’ trans.
Ibrahim al-Kaylani, 1* printing, Dar al-fikr, Damascus, 1985; al-Ghali, a/-Janib al-
itizali ‘inda al-Jahiz, 1* printing, Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut, Lebanon, 1999; Balba,
al-Nathr al-fanni wa-athar al-Jahiz fihi, 3" printing, Maktabat wahba, Cairo,
1975; EP. In his books al-Jahiz relates at great length tales about Bedouins who
married desert demons (al-Sarisi, op.cit., p. 76).

12 Shihab al-Din al-Nuwayri (677/1278 — 733/1333), a well-known historian whose
full name was Shihdb al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad al-
Nuwayri. His surname refers to the village of Nuwayra in the province of Bani
Suwayf. He studied in Cairo at al-Azhar. Among his fields of specialization were
the study of hadith, the Prophet’s biography and history (Ibn Taghri, a/-Nujim
alzahira 9/299; Ibn Kathir, a/-Bidiya wal-nihdaya 14/164; al-Zarkali, al-Alam
1/165; al-Sarisi, op.cit, pp. 76-77 writes the following about al-Nuwayri in a
footnote: “The following story is told in the book, i.e. in Nihdyat al-arb, Cairo
1935, vol. 2, p. 105: “A fox at dawn approached a rooster standing on a tree. The
fox called on the rooster to descend so they may pray together. The rooster
answered that the imam had just fallen asleep at the foot of the tree and he was
afraid to wake him. When the fox saw the hound he fled in fear for his life. The
rooster then called him and asked him to come back and join him in prayer, but
the cowardly fox said that he had to go and fetch some water”. The following
similar story has been documented in the Occupied Territories of Palestine: “A
dog and a rooster became friends. They went out for a stroll and when evening
came the rooster climbed on a tree to sleep while the hound looked for a nearby
spot where he could sleep on the grass. At dawn a fox saw the rooster on the tree
and said to him: ‘Good morning, you great singer. Why don’t you come down so
we can pray?’ The rooster replied: ‘A dear friend of mine is nearby and I’d like

him to join us in prayer as well’. The rooster then shouted loudly in order to wake



Here is what one expert in the study of folklore in general and folktales in
particular says about the latter: “They live in a cultural environment that
is more advanced than the one which preceded it, and are linked to events
and thoughts from more ancient times. Their subject matter consists of
unknown human personal events and experiences”."

A perusal of general dictionaries shows that the term “folktale” is defined
in one German dictionary as “A report concerning an ancient event that
has been passed on by word of mouth from one generation to another, or
an invention of the popular imagination, which wove it around important
events and historical personages and places”."*

A definition from an English dictionary runs as follows: “A story which

popular opinion believes to be true. It evolves over time and is passed on

the hound. The fox then prepared to flee, and told the rooster that he was going to
get some water for the ritual ablution before prayer” (Fabula (Studies of Folktales)
Berlin 1969, Band p.120).

B Jam, “al-Asatir wal-hikayat al-Sabiyya”, trans. Ahmad misa, a/-Funin al-
Sabiyya 10:51. See also the following studies on folktales: Barub, Vladimir,
“Tabi‘at al-adab al-3a‘bi: al-mansa’a wal-usiil”, trans. Ibrahim Qindil, Adab wa-
naqd 52:47-55, Cairo, 1989; al-Sadli, al-Mustafa, a/-Qissa al-sa‘biyya fi muhit al-
bahr al-abyad al-mutawassit, trans. ‘Abd al-Raziq al-Haliwi, Tunis, 1997; al-1dlibi,
Alfa, Nazra i adabina al-sa‘bi; Damascus, 2002; Nabila Ibrahim, Askal al-ta‘bir fi
al-adab al-sa‘bi, Cairo, 2000; al-Sarisi, a/-Hikaya al-Sa‘biyya fi al-mujtama‘ al-
filastini, dirdsa wa-nusis, 1* printing, al-mu’assasa al-‘arabiyya lil-dirasat wal-
nasr, Beirut, 1980; ‘Abd al-Hakim, a/-Hikaya al-sa‘biyya al-‘arabiyya, dirasa
nazariyya maydaniyya, 1% printing, Dar Ibn Haldiin, Beirut, 1980; Matsa, Dvora,
Hasiftut ha-amamit — yesodot ve-darkei hora’a, Tel-Aviv, Mofet Institute, 1994;
Pellowski, A., The World of Story Telling. U.S.A: H. Wilson Company, 1990.

' The definition is taken from al-Duwayk, a/-Qasas al-sa‘bi i Qatar, p. 136.



orally. It may be about actual historical events, or about children who
make history”."”

“The two definitions have in common the fact that folktales are created
by the popular imagination on the basis of a certain important event, and
that people enjoy telling the story and listening to it, so much so that it is
passed on from one generation to another by word of mouth. But what
kind of event is it that so fires the people’s imagination that they turn it
into a story and transmit it? It is naturally one which concerns the people
as a single unit, whether it represents the folk in the narrow sense of
family or tribe, or whether in the broader sense of the entire people”."®

In Funk and Rwagnal’s dictionary of folk art the folktale is defined as
“tales, stories or events in ancient periods which generations of peoples
and nations have passed on orally”."’

It has also been said that “folktales are an integrated fabric woven by the
people and containing its conceptions, customs and experiences, its life
experience presented in artistic style and narrative structure”."®

The narrative framework of the folktale distinguishes it, as a literary
genre, not only from the kind of story found in biographical collections,
but also from other types of popular stories found in other contexts in

Palestinian society, such as stories which explain proverbs, humorous

stories,'” stories about past events, about animals, demons, just and pious

15 Nabila Ibrahim, Askal al-ta‘bir fi al-adab al-sa‘bi, p. 91.

' 1bid., p. 92.

' Funk and Rwagnal., Dictionary, Vol. 14, p. 5045.

" Thompson, S., The Folktale, p. 152-153.

' On the literature of humor and humorous stories see the following sources:

Zakariya, Sikulijiyyat al-fukaha wal-dahk, Maktabat misr, 2005; al-Absthi, a/-



people,?’ legends,?' and adventures.?

Mustatraf i kull ftann mustazraf, Cairo, no date; Ibn al-Jawzi, Ahbar al-hamqa
wal-mugaftalin, Beirut, 1967; Ahbar al-zurrat wal-mutamajinin, al-Najaf, 1967,
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, a/-Iqd al-farid, 12" printing, Cairo, 2001; Ibn Qutayba, Uyiin
al-apbar, Cairo, 1963; al-Hasri, Jam® al-jawahir i al-milah wal-nawadir, Cairo,
1953; al-Asbahani, Muhadarat al-udaba’ wa-muhawarat al-Su‘ara’ wal-bulaga’,
Egypt, 1326 AH; al-Hawfi, a/l-Fakaha fi al-adab usiluhia wa-anwauha, Cairo,
1999; al-‘Aqqad, ‘Abbas, Juha al-dahik al-mudhik, Dar al-hilal, Cairo, 1956;
Freiha, Anis, al-Fakaha ind al-‘arab, 3 printing, Beirut, 2001; Moreh, Shmuel,
Live Theater and Dramatic Literature in the Medieval Arabic World. New
York:U.P. 1992.

% These are stories about God-fearing people whose lives were models of piety,
whose good works and deeds were an inspiration to others. Our people believe in
these pious people and in the extraordinary powers which they possessed when
alive and also now that they lie in their graves (al-Hajuj, a/-Mu%aqgadat al-
sha‘biyya fi al-nagab, pp. 15-16. See also the following sources: ‘Arraf, Tabagat
al-anbiya’ wal-awliya’ al-salihin fi al-ard al-muqaddasa 2:355-363; al-Harawi,
Kitab al-isharat ila matifat al-ziyarat, p. 23; al-‘Umari, Masalik al-absar fi
mamalik al-amsar, p. 22).

*! The Orientalist Blachére has proposed that the Arabic word for “legend”, ustira is
related to the Greek word “historia” (Semuitica 6:83-84, 1958, quoted in ‘Ajina,
Mawsiiat asatir al-‘arab, p. 21), in the sense that legends are tales of events told
about people in the past. In fact, the subject of “legends about the ancients”
appears in some Meccan chapters of the Quran, where the Prophet argues against
the unbelievers of Mecca who thought that such stories were nothing but empty
imaginings (Ibn Manzir, Lisan al-arab, s.v. s ¢ r). Such reports were thus
considered true by the Muslims and “legends” by the merchants of Mecca of the
tribe of Quraysh. What the Qurayshi opponents of Muhammad called “legends of
the ancients” are stories which are called by various names in the Quran, such as

ELIPS

“tradition”, “report” and “story”, which can be studied from two perspectives,



synchronic and diachronic (‘Ajiba, Mawsi ‘at asatir al- arab, pp. 21ff). The concept
of “legend” and its meanings are dealt with in numerous studies, among them the
following: al-Jizi, Min al-asitir al-‘arabiyya wal-hurafat, 1> printing, 1977; al-
Hit, Fi tariq al-mitilijiyya ‘ind al-‘arab, Beirut, 1955; Han, al-Asatir al-‘arabiyya
qgabl al-islam, 1* printing, Cairo, 1937; Halil, Madmiin al-ustiira i al-fikr al-‘arabi,
1™ printing, Dar al-tali‘a, 1973; Ibn Daril, a/-Tafsir al-jadali lil-ustiira, Damascus,
1973; Ziyada, “al-Sinama wal-ustira”, al-Fikr al-‘arabi al-mu@sir 38:51-55,
March 1986; Zaki, al-Asatir (dirdsa hadariyya muqarina), 2" printing, Dar al-
‘awda, Beirut, 1979; Zay‘ar, al-Tahlil al-nafsi lil-dat al-‘arabiyya: anmatuha al-
suliikiyya wal-ustiriyya, 1* printing, Dar al-tali‘a, Beirut, 1977; Zayiir, al-Karama
al-sifiyya wal-ustira wal-hulm, al-quta‘ al-Iiwi5 fi al-dit al-‘arabiyya, 1%
printing, Dar al-tali‘a, Beirut, 1977; al-Sarafi, “al-Niir wal-israq fi al-ustiira fi al-
ramz wa-fi al-mujtama®’, al-Fikr al-‘arabi al-muasir 42:42-59, 1986; al-Sarafi,
“Sifr al-takwin I asatir al-igriq wa-qudama’ al-‘arab”, a/-Fikr al-‘arabi al-mu@sir
52-53:43-61; Sukri, al-Batal fi al-adab wal-asatir, ond printing, Dar al-ma‘rifa,
Egypt, 1986; al-Tabbal, “al-Ma’ fi ramziyyatihi al-ustiiriyya wal-diniyya”, a/-Fikr
al-‘arabi al-mu@sir 25:142-153, 1988; ‘Abd al-Hakim, Asatir wa-filklir al-alam
al-‘arabi; Ruz al-Yusuf Publications, Cairo, 1974; ‘Abd al-Hakim, Mawsi at al-
fillklir wal-asatir al-‘arabiyya, 1* printing, Dar al-‘awda, Beirut, 1982; ‘Abd al-
Fattdh, a/-Manhaj al-ustiri fi tafSir al-siT al-jahili, Dar al-manhal Publications,
Beirut, 1987; Freiha, Malahim wa-asitir min al-adab al-sami, 2" printing, Dar al-
nahar lil-nasr, Beirut, 1979; Kramer, Asatir al-alam al-qadim, trans. Ahmad ‘Abd
al-Hamid Yusuf, ed. Abu al-Barakat, al-Hay’a al-misriyya al-‘@mma lil-kitab,
1974; al-Sawk, Jawla f7 agalim al-luga wal-ustira, 2" printing, Dar al-huda lil-
taqafa wal-nasr, Damascus, 1999; al-Misrti, al-Ustira bayna al-‘arab wal-fars wal-
turk, dirdsa muqgarina, 1* printing, al-Dar al-taqafiyya lil-nasr, Cairo, 2000; a/-
Asatir al-striyya (in the series Diyanat al-Sarq al-awsal), trans. Rina Labat et al.,
trans. into Arabic Mufid ‘Arniiq, 1% printing, Dar ‘Al3> al-Din, Damascus, 2000.

The following are studies on the subject in Western languages:



There is some lack of clarity among Arab scholars and critics as to the
precise meaning of the term “folktale” and its translation into Arabic.
There are those who translate the term as hrkaya sa‘biyya (literally:
“popular story”),” while others prefer the term Aurifa (literally:
“fable”).** Still others prefer to call it hikdya hurafiyya (literally:
“fairytale”).”> According to Fuad Hasanayn the two terms hikdya
sa‘biyya and sira Sa ‘biyya are practically synonymous; he subsumed both
under the term a/l-gasas al-sabi (literally: “folk narrative™), which left the

term sira $abiyya® free for denoting what he called gasas islami

Abdessalem, M., Le theme de la mort dans la poesie Arabe, Publication de
1'Universite de Tunis, 1977; Arkoun, M., «Peut-on parler de merveilleux dans le
Coran»? In L'etrange et le merveilleux dans 1'Islam medieval. Actes du colloque
tenu au college de France. Paris 1974, p. 1/24; Barthes, R., Mythologies. Edition
du Seuil, 1977; Bastide ,R., «Mythologie», in Encyclopedic de la Pleiade, Paris
1968; Ben Cheikh,J., Les mille et Une Nuit ou la parole prisonniere, Galli-mard
1988; Chevalier, J., et Alain Gheerbrant: Dictionnaire des symboles, Robert
Laffont/Jupiter, 1982; Cressant,P., «Le structuralisme en Antbropologie» in
Qu'est ce que le struc-turalisme aux editions du Seuil, Paris, 4eme, 1968; Caillois,
R., L'homme et le sacre, introduction Gallimard, 1972; Corbin, H., L'imagination
creatrice dans le soufisme d'Ibn'Arabi Flammation ,Editeur 1958, 2eme Edition.

2 Mahwi and Kana‘na, Qu/ y4 tayr, p. 9.

B al-<Atil, Alam al-hikayat al-sabiyya, p. 7; ‘Abd al-Hakim, Mawsi at al-fulklir
wal-asatir al- arabiyya, Maktabat Madbiili, no date.

* prib, Marfaldjiyyat al-hurdfa, trans. Ibrahim al-Hatib, 1% printing, al-Sarika al-
magribiyya lil-nasirin al-muttahidin, Casablanca, 1986.

3 <Abd al-Hakim, op.cit.

%% For more on the meaning, features, styles and elements of sira sabiyya see the
following: Nabila Ibrahim, a/-Dirdsat al-sa‘biyya bayna al-nazariyya wal-tatbig, 1™
printing, Maktabat al-qahira al-hadita, Cairo, 1973; Ni‘mat Allah, a/-Siyar al-

10



(literally: “Islamic narrative™).?” “Abd al-Hamid Yianus considers the term
hikaya sa‘biyya as a catchall for narrative genres of several different

types with varying functions,”® including legends,” animal

Sabiyya al-‘arabiyya, 1 printing, Sarikat al-matbi‘at lil-tawzi® wal-nasr, Beirut,
1994; al-Abnidi, al-sira al-hilaliyya, Ahbar al-yawm, Cairo, no date; Hursid, a/-
Mawrit al-Sa‘bi, p. 142; al-1dlibi, Nazra 17 adabina al-sa‘bi, alf layla wa-layla wa-
siyar al-malik Sayb bin Di Yazin, 1* printing, Man§iirat ittihad al-kuttab al-‘arab,
Damascus, 1974; al-Bayyati, 7atawwur fann al-hakawati wa-ataruhu fi al-masrah
al-‘arabi al-mu3sir, 1* printing, Dar al-8u’iin al-taqafiyya, Baghdad, 1989; Hiirsid,
‘Alam al-adab al-$a‘bi al-ajib, 1* printing, al-Hay’a al-misriyya al-‘4mma lil-kitab,
Cairo, 1992; Hiirsid and Muhammad Dahni, Fann kitibat al-sira, 1% printing,
Mansiirat iqra’, Beirut, 1980; a/-Mawrit al-sabi, 1%, Dar al-$uriiq, Cairo, 1992;
‘Abd al-Hakim, Sirat Bani Hilal, 1% printing, Dar al-tanwir, Beirut, 1983;
Mawsiiat al-filklir wal-asatir al-‘arabiyya, Maktabat Madbuli, Cairo, no date;
Marsi, Mugaddima i al-fiilklir, 1* printing, Dar al-tagafa, Cairo, 1975; al-Najjar,
al-Turdt al-gasasi fi al-adab al-‘arabi, muqarabat Stsiyl sardiyya, 1% printing,
Mangiirat dat al-salasil, Kuwait, 1995; “al-Mar’a fi al-malahim al-8a‘biyya”, ‘A/am
al-fikr 7, 1:67-94, 1976; Yinus, al-Zahir Baybars 17 al-qasas al-sa‘bi, 1* printing,
Ministry of Culture and National Guidance, al-Maktaba al-tagafiyya 3, Cairo,
1968; al-Hililiyya fi al-tarih wal-adab al-sa‘bi, 2" printing, Cairo University Press
and Dar al-ma‘rif, 1968; Saydafar, “awla nu$i’ wa-usliib al-sira al-3a‘biyya al-
‘arabiyya”, in Buhiit sityatiyya jadida 17 al-adab al-‘arabi, trans. Muhammad al-
Tayyar, Dar radiga, Moscow, 1986, pp. 94-100; Ibrahim, “al-Siyar al-hilaliyya
bayna al-tarih wal-ustiira, muhawala f1 al-tahlil al-muqarin, a/-Ma tirat al-sa ‘biyya
20:8-21, Dawha, 1990, al-Alusi, “al-Sira fi masadiriha al-tarihiyya wal-adabiyya
al-3abiyya ma‘a ‘ard al-butila”, al-Turat al-sa‘bi 5:99-122, 13" year, Baghdad,
1981; Hawwas, “Sirat Bani Hilal ‘ala ma’ida mustadira”, a/-Wadi, vol. 4, 8:74-77.
*" Hasanayn, Qasasund al-sa‘bi, pp. 44-70.
2 Yinus, al-Hikaya al-sa‘biyya, pp. 10ff.

¥ See note 21 above.
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stories, >’ allegorical tales,’! stories about demons, Arab folk biographies,

* Animals play numerous roles in fables; they portray spirituality, but also evil
enemies of mankind, for example a snake, a sea monster, a worm in the jujube
tree, or as an incarnation of evil in general. On other occasions, animals, such as
lions, bears, ants and bees, help humans. In many primitive stories animals are
powerful creatures, more powerful than man, but man usually manages to get the
better of them in the end. Finally, animals are also manifestations of sorcery, often
a transformed person from whom a spell is to be lifted. Many primitive tribes as
well as advanced civilizations have maintained an association with animals
(Friedrich, a/-Hikayat al-hurafiyya, p. 86; for scholarly views on animal stories
see: al-Hasan, al-Hikdya al-hurafiyya fi dafiatay al-urdunn, pp. 108-126; Krab,
Ulm al-filklir, pp. 114, 124; ‘Abd al-Hakim, a/-Filkliir wal-asatir al-‘arabiyya, p.
158; Turat sabi, pp. 105-120; al-Sarisi, a/-Hikdya al-sa‘biyya fi al-mujtama“ al-
filastini, pp. 135-136; al-Damiri, Hayat al-hayawan al-kubra 1:457; al-Hikdya al-
Sa‘biyya, pp. 29-31; al-Qalmawi, A/f layla wa-layla, p. 204; al-Hanafi, Bada’i‘ al-
zuhitir, p. 59; al-Absihi, a/l-Mustatraf 17 kull fann mustazrar2:105).

3! Allegorical tales are of the type found in Kalila wa-dimna, a collection of stories
with a moral. Before they were translated into Arabic they were known as “The
Five Chapters”. Originally apparently of Indian provenance, they tell of the
philosopher Baydaba whom an Indian king by the name of Dabsalim asked to
teach him wisdom in an entertaining way. It is generally agreed by scholars that
the collection, originally called “The Five Chapters”, was originally composed by
a Brahmin by the name of Vishnu in the Sanskrit language towards the end of the
fourth century CE. The Persian king Chosroe (531-579 CE) heard of the work and
wanted to read it in order to better rule his subjects, and so ordered it to be
translated into Pahlevi or ancient Persian. He entrusted his intellectually astute
physician Barzawayh with this mission. However, Barzawayh did not just
translate The Five Chapters but added other Indian tales as well, some of which he
took from the well-known Mahabarata. He prefaced his translation with a report

on his life and his journey to India. Much later, in the mid-eighteenth century CE,
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funny stories,’” and riddles.*

the book was translated from Persian into Arabic in Iraq. To this translation a new
part was added, entitled “Inquiry into Dimna’s affairs”, consisting of four chapters
which are absent in the Persian text. The author of this addition was a writer of
genius, justly considered the pioneer of Arabic prose and the first to have
composed a mature Arabic work on political science. This man was ‘Abd Allah b.
al-Mugaffa‘ (for more on the book and its author see: al-Iskandari, a/- Wasit 17 al-
adab al-‘arabi, 8" printing, Egypt, 1930; al-Astar, Nusis muhtira min al-adab al-
abbasi, 2™ printing, al-Maktaba al-hadita, 1969; Amin, Zahr al-islam, 2™ printing,
Cairo, 1962; ‘Abd al-Rahman, al-Usil al-yinaniyya lil-nazariyyat al-siyasiyya fi
al-islam, Cairo, 1954; Brockelmann, T7arih al-SuWb al-islamiyya, 5t printing,
Beirut, 1968; al-Bustani, Da’rat al-ma‘érif, Beirut, 1962; Dayf, al-Fann wa-
madahibuhu 17 al-natr al-‘arabi, 5t printing, Cairo, 1946; ‘Abd al-Gani, a/-Natr al-
fanni 17 al-‘asr al-‘abbasi al-awwal, Diwan al-matbii‘at al-jami‘iyya, Algeria, 1983;
Hamza, Ibn al-Mugafta‘ ond printing, Beirut, 1965; al-Fahuri, /bn al-Muqaftia
Egypt, no date; Halil, /bn al-Mugaffa Damascus, 1930; al-Muqaddasi, 7atawwur
al-asalib al-natriyya fi al-adab al-‘arabi, 2™ printing, Dar al-Slm lil-malayin,
Beirut, 1960; Surdel, D., /a biographie d’Ibn Al-Mugqafta, d'apés les souroes
anoiennes, Arabica, Leiden, 1954; Pellat, Ch., Ibn Al-Mugqatta, Conseillehr du
Calif, Paris, 1976).

32 “Funny tales” are “short humorous prose stories meant to entertain” (Krab, 7/m
al-Filklir, trans. Rusdi Salih, p. 94). The topics of such stories are usually taken
from everyday life, and only rarely deal with the supernatural. When they do, it is
usually for the purpose of preparing the ground for the story’s punch line. Such
stories are usually quite short, sometimes hardly longer than a joke (zb1d., p. 95;
see al-Sarisi, al-Hikaya al-sa‘biyya 17 al-mujtama‘ al-filastini, pp. 128-129).

3 Riddles and puzzles, and in general the magical language of legends which can so
often be encountered in fairytales, and in folktales in general, is a universal
manifestation. It is not limited to tales, but can also by found in heroic poetry,

ballads and folk poetry in general. Puzzles, riddles, intellectual competitions and
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When scholars began to collect the various types of folktales they also
sorted them into classes. The materials collected from all over the world
were very varied, and showed similarities and differences at one-and-the-
same time. Their efforts resulted in a single classification for all these
similar and different materials, associated with the name of Antti Aarne,
a Finnish scholar who lived towards the end of the nineteenth and the
beginning of the twentieth century. This classification was made popular
by the American scholar Stith Thompson, and is known today as the
“Aarne-Thompson Index”. The Index classifies folktales by content, not
by structure.** Different scholars used different terms to refer to the units
of which folktales are composed. Some began with “motifs” as the basic
unit, then moved up to “themes” and finally to “episodes”. Others called
the basic units “elements”, a number of which constituted an “incident”.
Yet others considered “motifs” and “elements” to be one-and-the-same,
namely the basic building blocks of “episodes” or “incidents” connected
to the flow of the tale.*”

The German researcher Wundt attempted to broaden the classification in

demonstrations of linguistic fluency are all quite common in Arab and Semitic
culture, going back at least to the story of Ahikar the Syrian, with its Babylonian
roots. Riddles have also been found in papyruses from the times of the Pharaohs,
and later in pre-Islamic and Islamic proverbs, down to our very own day and age
(‘Abd al-Hakim, Turat sa‘bi, p. 121).

* Nabila Ibrahim, Qasasund al-sabi min al-rimansiyya ila al-waqityya, pp. 11-12.

% Ibid., taken from Propp, V., Morphology of Folktale, Indiana University, pp. 7-
10. For more on these classifications and the controversies surrounding them see
Alan, D., The Morphology of North American Indian Folktals, (F.F.C. Nr. 195,
Helsenki 1964), p.54.
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his encyclopedic work Vélkerpsychologie®® Wundt classified folktales
into the following types:

1. Mythological fables (Mythologische Fabelmérchen)

Pure tales of magic (Reine Zauberméarchen)

Biological tales and fables (Biologische Marchen und Fabeln)

Pure animal fables (Reine Tierfabeln)

Fables on ethnic origins (Astammungsmérchen)

Jocular tales and humorous fables (Scherbmirchen und Scherzfabeln)

Moral fables (Moralische Fabeln)®’

A

As for the folktales of Syria in general and Palestine in particular, these
have been documented in numerous studies and collections.*®
The function of folktales, according to some scholars, is to compensate

for the inability of human beings to attain certain objectives. A folktale

36 Alan, D., The Morphology of North American Indian Folktals, (F.F.C. Nr. 195,
Helsenki 1964), p.54; see Nabila Ibrahim, op.cit., p. 15.

37 See this classification in Wundt, W., Vélkerpychologie, 11, Teil 1, S. 346, FF,
Leipzig 1991, taken from Nabila Ibrahim, op.cit., pp. 15-16.

** The researcher ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sarisi writes in his a/-Hikaya al-Sabiyya fi al-
muyjtama‘ al-filastini that “until now, however, we have been unable to find any of
the stories that have been published (see previous note) in Arab libraries. The best-
known of them are perhaps the following: Crowfoot, G.E., Custom and Folktale in
Palestine, the Dowry or Bride Price in.fl. 48 (1937) 28-40; Huxley, H., “Minor
Syrian Songs, Proverbs and Stories”, in JAOS 23 (1902) 175-288; “Animal
Stories and Fables”, in The Journal of the Palestinian Oriental Society — Stephan;
Finn, Mrs., A Third Year in Jerusalem, a Tale Illustrative of Customs and
Incrdents of Modern Jerusalem, London, 1877, 340; Nelson, W.S., Hebeeb the
Beloved, A Tale of Life in Modern Syria, Philadelphia, 1913; Enno Littmann,
Syrian Arab Marchen, Goettingen, 1915-.
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thus may ‘“compensate for hunger, for helplessness in the face of
incurable disease, for crushing oppression. It is for this reason that among
such tales we find a poor woodcutter who happens to find a jug which
fills with food whenever it is asked. Or we find a blind man who sits
under a tree and overhears two doves sent from heaven. One of the dove
says to the other: “If the blind man would paint his eyelids with your
blood he would be cured”, whereupon the eager blind man treats himself
in this heaven-sent way and does indeed regain his sight. Or we find a
poor youth whom everyone disdains and oppresses, until he finds a
servant with supernatural powers, with whose help he performs miracles
or eliminates his oppressors”.*’

According to Sirhan folktales are thus an attempt to narrate the human
struggle against nature and to depict the fight to overcome life’s
hardships. But mankind refuses to recognize the control which nature has
over it, and escapes into the imagination where miracles are possible and
the struggle has a happy ending, in the form of victory over monsters,
oppressors and incurable disease; the hero defeats the giant who prevents
the people from getting water, cuts off the head of the great snake which
does not let the sheep graze, and turns the desert into green meadows by
striking the ground with a magic wand which makes water flow.
Folktales thus exemplify the principle that good will prevail in the end
and evil will be thwarted.*’

Among the basic social needs which folktales have been found by
scholars to answer are those connected with the family: Economic needs,

and stories by which a mother can entertain (or lull to sleep) her baby.

%9 Sirhan, al-Hikaya al-sabiyya, pp. 41-42.
“ Ibid., p. 42.
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Another type of story has the objective of teaching its listeners something
about their culture, and so on. A folktale does not consist only of content,
form and structure, but also of function, storyteller and listeners, the
circumstances of its telling, and its interrelationships with other tales.*'

Musalaha relates how various scholars have shown the clear connection
which exists between folktales and social-cultural realities. Bidney states
that myths should be understood as a reaction to reality: “... in the Myths
and by means of the Mythic Image. There is an Externalization taxon of
Inner Stiming, the Emotion the man as the Meets of the World, this
Receptivity to the Impulses Coming From outside, the Community of

Substance which welds him to Totality of Beings”.**

The fable

A fable (hurifa in Arabic) is “a tale spiced up with lies”.* In other
words, it pleases both sides of the communication, the inventor as well as
the hearer. The semantic space of the word Aurafa takes us to the time
when the fable is told,** since the word’s basic meaning is “nighttime

conversation”.*

! Ibid.

*> Musalaha, al-Hikayat al-sa‘biyya wa-tatiruhd al-tarbawi, p. 20, where he quotes
Bidney in English, but unfortunately provides no reference.

“ Ibn Manzir, Lisan al-arab, s~v. hr £

“ Al-Ka‘bi, al-Sard al-‘arabr al-qadim, p. 44.

* Tbn Manzir, op.cit, s.v. b r £ Al-Ka‘bi in the notes to his above-mentioned work
makes the following comment about “nighttime conversation”: “Ahamd Basam
Sa‘ in his Hikayat al-Ladigiyya makes an important observation about the tales he
collected in Latakia, concerning the connection which these tales have with night

and darkness. Many storytellers refused to tell stories other than at nighttime,
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According the Regis Blachére a fable is a tale of wonder told by women
about worlds of demons and magic, while masculine tales take this
treasure of folk tradition and choose from it.*® According to al-Ka‘bi “it
may well be that (the “fable” tradition [Aadif])*’ which appears in a
number of Arab sources and is attributed to the Prophet, constitutes the
beginnings of the process whereby a tale of wonders turned into a written
text, by way of a long journey from oral culture to written civilization

among the Arabs.*

which they considered the “repository of tales” and the only place in which they
appear. Even today one can hear the inhabitants of the Euphrates region the saying
that ‘he who tells fables at daytime will become a donkey’” (‘Abd al-Hakim, a/-
Hikayat al-sa‘biyya al-‘arabiyya, p. 27; Klito, Dirasa i maqamat al-Hariri, pp. 12,
13, 14. Taken from al-Ka‘bi, a/-Sard al-‘arabi al-qadim, p. 44).

% Blachére, Tirih al-adab al-‘arabi3:409.

" This hadit appear in a number of sources, including the following: Ibn Hanbal,
Musnad Ahamad b. Hanbal 6:157; Ibn Qutayba, a/-Maarif, pp. 610-611; al-
Mufaddal b. Salma, a/-Fahir, p. 171; al-Ta‘alibi, 7imar al-quilib, p. 102; al-
Maydani, Mujamma“ al-amtal 1:195; al-Zamah3ari, al-Mustagsa 1:361; al-Sarisi,
Sarh magamat al-Hariri 1:188; Ibn Manziir, Lisan al-‘arab, s.v. b r £, al-Zabidi, T4/
al-‘aris, s.v. h r £ The interesting thing about this tradition is that it is attributed to
the Prophet himself, who calls fables “delightful tales”. It is further related that he
would “speak to people abut the remarkable things he saw in them” and also that
“he spoke to them about the wondrous jinnies he saw” (found in Ahmad b.
Hanbal, Musnad 6:157; al-Mufaddal b. Salma, a/-Fahir, p. 159; al- Ta‘alibi, 7Timar
al-qulab, p. 102; al-ZamahsSari, al-Mustagsa 1:361); quoted from al-Kabi, a/-Sard
al-‘arabr al-gadim, p. 47.

¥ Al-Ka‘bi, op.cit., p. 45. On the sources, meaning and types of fable, see: Fardars,
al-Hikaya al-hurafiyya, nas’atuha, manahij dirasatiha, fanniyyatuha, trans. Nabila

Ibrahim, ed. ‘Izz al-Din Isma‘il, Maktabat garib, Cairo, no date; Zay‘ur, al-7ahlil
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Friedrich states that “fables consisted as a rule of a group of different
motifs which are held together so as to form small chains of topics. These
chains we may call episodes. A group of episodes constitutes a fable”.*

He goes on to point out that “fables all have in common the fact that they
are the remnants of beliefs going back to the earliest periods. These
compositions, which depict non-sensory concepts, provide an opportunity
to make these periods visible. These legendary beliefs may be compared
to small stones dispersed among flowers growing in fertile soil, which
can only be seen by someone with sharp vision. The significance of these
beliefs has been lost in the mists of time, but we are still able to feel their
effect. In fact, they make up the structure of the fable, which at the same
time also has the purpose of providing instinctive pleasure in the
depiction of the unusual, of things which we can only conjure up in the
imagination. These legendary beliefs go back in time as far as we can see,
and would in fact seem to be the only content of the earliest type of
literary composition. We see how these improvised literary works rise
above the material and create a kind of harmony with reality when
depicting the frightening power of nature, so full of secrets. Nor do they
shy away from describing what cannot be perceived, as well as what is
disturbing or base. These ancient literatures are not very flexible, except

when they take as the object of their observation uncomplicated

al-nafsi lil-hurafa wal-mutahayyil wal-ramz: hikayat wa-muqaddasat, Majd al-
mu’assasa al-jami‘iyya lil-dirasat, Beirut, 2008; ‘Abd Allah, a/-Sardiyya al-
arabiyya: baht fT al-bunya al-sardiyya lil-mawrit al-hika’f al-‘arabi, 2™ printing,
al-Muw’assasa al-‘arabiyya lil-dirasat, Beirut, 2000; al-Hasan, al-Hikiaya al-
huratiyya fi daffatay al-urdunn, 1% printing, Dar al-jalil, Damascus, 1988).

* Friedrich, a/-Hikdya al-hurdfiyya, p. 45.

19



situations taken from the lives of shepherds, hunters and peasants, or
when they depict the traces of a people’s original customs. Even when
these simple traditions evolve and a sense of literature develops, these
legendary beliefs linger, bearing the fragrance of a time long past whose
features have become blurred, even when elevated by the charm of

poetry...”.

Fables are tales with a simple structure and naive, uncomplicated content.
The tales are isolated, not mixed with others, and can therefore be easily
remembered. Even if more than one fable appears in a single
composition, they do not interact to create a new element, and the lines
dividing them remain clear.”’ The world of the fable lacks depth; it is
superficial, one-dimensional, with each character playing its specified
role without change or dialectical evolution, more like a chess piece with
its fixed and unchangeable rules”.*?

Nabila Ibrahim, in her discussion of fable heroes in her Askal al-tabir f1
al-adab al-sa‘bi, states: “The enchanted world of the unknown is one of
the most important formal features of fables. This is not only because
they embody the experience of humans with their internal world, but also
because they resonate to the instinctive tendency of humans to imagine a
world that is more beautiful and more enchanting than the real world
which they inhabit. The magic in fables thus functions to emphasize the
hero’s heroism, as in legends about admirable people, since it provides
the only certain way for the hero to abolish the real world ... A fable

consists of a group of partial events which eventually go to make up a

% Ibid., pp. 32-33.
> Sa‘rawd, al-Hurdfa wal-ustira 17 bilad al-niba, p. 73.

> Ibid., p. 75.
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complete episode”. She continues: “This does not mean that fables are
completely detached from the world of reality and of actual human
beings. Its main objective, after all, is to depict human models, by
describing the relations between one person and another, between a
human being and an animal, and between humans and the known and
unknown world which surrounds them. And yet it is very difficult to fit
the fable and the events it depicts into the actual world in which we
live”.”

Some people actually believe in fables as articles of faith, in connection
with the evil eye, omens about the weather, agriculture and more, while
for others they are not a matter of belief at all, but rather an entertaining
familiar national characteristic enjoyed for its own sake.**

According to Max Loti the feature which distinguishes fables is the
existence of a different world than our own, one which is perceived by us
“as one-dimensional, flat and isolated world, unaffected by causality,
lacking in psychological topics, and unconnected to gods and divine
spirits. When it speaks of giants, sorcerers or midgets it does so without
any logical precision, and its characters lack solidity and feelings. The
time element is missing in fables, and tolerates any description,
embellishment or commentary attached to it. The clearer a fable’s
narrative becomes, the more certain it is that it has arrived at its original
objective, despite the fact that fables do not set out from any specific

place.”

>3 Nabila Ibrahim, Askal al-tabir f7 al-adab al-sabi, p. 88.
> Hatir, al-‘Adat wal-tagalid, p. 216.

> Sa‘rawi, op.cit., p. 76.

21



The tale

The Quran contains a number of tales of a religious character, whose
purpose is to serve as an admonition to the believers (“There is a lesson
in their stories for prudent persons”).’® Various different Arabic words
are used to express the telling of these stories (gassa, haddata, nabba’a).”’
The verb gassa (“tell”) according to early Arabic dictionaries denotes
tracing or following events in the order in which they occur. The
storyteller (gass) who tells a tale (gissa) thus traces its meanings and
expressions.”® The word “tale” (gissa) has also been defined as “a
reported event, also called gasas, amrand hadit’.>’

Al-Ka'bt adds that early Arab lexicographers refer their readers to
traditions attributed to the Prophet in which he makes religious
judgments about storytelling: “Only a ruler, an official or a braggart tells
tales”, “The storyteller can expect to be loathed”, and “When the
Children of Israel told tales they perished”.®

* Quran 12:111. The word “stories” (gisas) appears with some frequency in the
Quran: 27:25, 27; 16:118; 40:40, 78; 4:164; 12:3, 5, 111; 7:7, 101; 11:11, 120;
18:13, 64; 20:99; 6:130, 176; 28:11, 25; 3:62; 2:178, 179, 194; 5:45.

7 EF s.v. “Hikaya.

¥ Al-Ka‘bi, al-Sard al-‘arabi al-gadim, p. 199.

> Tbn Manzir, Lisan al-arab, s.v. g s s.

80 Al-Kabi, op.cit., p. 200. See the first hadit in Aba Dawiad’s Sunan and Ahmad’s
Musnad, and also the second and third Aadifs in al-Tabarani’s al-Mu Gam al-kabir.
In early Arabic lexicons these three Aadits are interpreted as follows. The first: A
ruler is fit to tell a tale in order to caution people to learn from past events; an
official is fit because his authority is derived from the ruler; and a braggart only
wants to make a good impression on people, but his counsel and his words are not

true. The second Aadit (“The storyteller can expect to be loathed”): A storyteller
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Arabic rhythmic prose tale (maqgama)

In the magama genre a mendicant makes up anecdotes and stories which
revolve around begging.®’ We may take the story of Abii al-Qasim al-
Bagdadi® as a model of emulation for this genre; in it, in the words of
Abu al-Muttahir al-Azdi, “a Baghdadi man of my acquaintance, who
produced both gentle and coarse utterances, and expressions of a town of
clear language. I registered them so that they may be a reminder for
knowing the morals of the various classes of Baghdadis and as examples
for their customs. I classified the people according to types shared by

those who do not differ in status and standing”.%

will be loathed because of what he adds to the original story and what he leaves
out. The third Aadit is explained thus: When the Children of Israel replaced work
with speech they perished; or the opposite: They perished when they abandoned
work, and then they became inveterate storytellers (taken from al-Ka‘bi, 7b1d.).

' Al-Ka‘bi, op.cit., p. 109.

52 There is some controversy concerning the author of the story of Aba al-Qasim al-
Bagdadi. A number of researchers, including Adam Mez who published the story,
believe that it was composed by Abu al-Muttahir al-Azdi. Joseph Elias Sarkis and
Zaki Mubarak adopted Mez’s views on the identity of the author and the time in
which it was written (Sarkis, Mu Gam al-matbii Gt al-‘arabiyya wal-mutaba, 1%
printing, Matba‘at Sarkis, Cairo, 1928; Mubarak, a/-Natr al-fanni 17 al-qarn al-rabi‘
1:416, taken from al-Ka‘bi, op.cit., p. 110).

63 Mez, A., (Abulkisim, ein bagdider Sittenbild, Heidelberg 1902, xv-xvi; Hikayat
Abr al-Qasim al-Bagdadi, ed. Adam Mez, pp. 1, 2; see also Gabrieli, F., in RSO
20 (1942), 33-45. Al-Ka‘bi states: “I would say that the vizier al-Muhallabi (d. 352
AH) was one of the sources for the tale of Abu al-Qasim al-Bagdadi. This vizier’s
social gatherings were very similar to those reported of Abii al-Qasim al-Bagdadi,
where the brazen and the modest mixed” (al-Ka‘bi, op.cit, p. 114). Al-Ta‘alibi
told the judge al-Tanthi in his biography “that there were judges who would
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As for the magama’s generic classification among the officially-
recognized types of literature, modern scholars are not of one mind. Not a
few simply ignore its existence.®* Others see it as no more than a story,

(13

while still others consider it a type of play. There are scholars “who
regard [magamas] as simple, naive stories which have not completed
their evolution into a short story. Others see them as short stories and
analyze them according to modern critical standards which did not exist
at the time they were first composed, finding them full of artistic
blemishes. Yet others see their traces in the birth of the modern Arabic
short story; while they are not in fact short stories in the precise modern
artistic sense, they certainly played an important role in the emergence
and evolution of the Arabic story. It is certainly an injustice to judge a
maqgama using the standards of times other than those in which it was
written”.®> Dayf, however, considers the magama neither as naive tale nor
as short story. Rather, he regards it as a kind of account of something

unusual: “it is closer to a trick than to a story. It only has the outer

carouse with the vizier al-Muhallabi at his home two nights every week, where
they would act shamelessly, tell stories and engage depraved behavior; they were
Ibn Qari‘a, Ibn Ma‘raf, the judge al-Tanthi, and others, all with long, white
beards. The vizier al-Muhallab1 was also there. When everyone was present and in
a good mood they became lightheaded, and then he put in the hand of each a
thousand-weight gold cup filled with Qatarbal or ‘Akbar wine, so that his beard
sank in it, nay it soaked up most of it. Some would spray it on each other, and then
they would all dance. When they had had much to drink they would say har har ...
In the morning they would become their stern, respectable selves again as befits
judges and great sheiks” (Al-Ta‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr2:394).
% See Dayf, al-Magama, p. 18.

% Hasan, Atar al-maqama fi nas’at al-gissa, p. 42.
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appearance of a story, but in its essence it is a device with which to
present us with a an unusual account or something of the kind, so that on
the one hand we learn of a certain event, and on the other hand we
become acquainted with an excellent, elegant style. In fact, what happens
to the hero is of no importance. It is not the objective; its main point is its
external presentation and its linguistic embellishment”,®® although al-
Hariri constructed his magamas in the style of a story, based “on a kind

of limited dialogue between the narrator and the hero®””.%®

5 Dayf, al-Magama, p. 9.

%7 On hero and narrator in magamas see our Magamat al-‘Abbas, p. 33.

% For more on the magama’s evolution and meaning see the following: Ibn Manziir,
Lisan al-‘arab, Brockelmann, Da’irat al-ma‘érit al-islamiyya; Qamiha, Magamat
al-Hariri bayna al-taqlidiyya wal-dramiyya, Matba‘at al-Sabab, Cairo, 1985; al-
Sa‘afin, Usidl al-magamat, 1 printing, Dar al-manahil lil-tibi‘a wal-nasr wal-
tawzi, Beirut, 1987; al-Sari§i, Sarh magimat al-Hariri, al-Maktaba al-tagafiyya,
Beirut, no date; Had1, a/-Magamat min Ibn Faris ila Badi al-Zaman al-Hamdani,
1* printing, Dar al-afaq al-jadida, Beirut, 1985; Rusdi, Afar al-magama fi nas’at
al-adab al-‘arabi, al-Hay’a al-misriyya al-‘dmma lil-kitab, 1974; ‘Abbud, Badi‘ al-
Zaman, Dar al-ma‘arif, 1954; ‘Abd al-Malik, Fann al-magama {7 al-adab al-‘arabi,
Beirut, no date; Dayf, al-Magama, 2n printing, Dar al-Ma‘arif, Egypt, 1964;
Kilitd, al-Ga’ib, dirdsa fi magamat al-Hariri, 1* printing, Dar Biitagal lil-nasr,
Casablanca, 1987; ‘Awad, Fann al-magama bayna al-masriq wal-magrib, 2™
printing, Maktabat al-talib al-jami‘c, Mecca, 1986; Mubarak, a/-Natr al-fanni, Dar
al-katib al-‘arabi lil-tiba‘a wal-nasr, Cairo, no date; Yagi, Ra’y fi al-magama, I
printing, Mansarat al-maktab al-tijarT lil-tiba‘a wal-nasr wal-tawzi‘, Beirut, 1969;
Beeston, A.F.L.,”The Genesis of the Maqamat Genre”, JAL,2,1971,PP.1-12; “al-
Hamadhani, al-Hariri and the Maqamat Gaenre, Cambridge History of Arabic
Literature, ABBASIID Bells-lettres, ed. Julia Ashtionyetal, Cambridge 1990, pp.
125-135; Beaument, D., The Trickster and Rhetoric in the Maqamat” Edebiyat ,5,
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In the fourth/tenth century the word magama came to denote a distinct
literary genre with its own specific features, as was the case with the
works of al-Hamdani, al-Hariri and others.*” Al-Hasri al-Qayrawani in
his Zahr al-adab notes that Badi‘ al-Zaman wrote his magamas in

remonstration against Ibn Durayd,”” who wrote forty tales (4adif): “He

1994; Blachere et Masnou, A/-Hamadhani,Magamat ,1957; Bosworth, E., The
Medieval Islmic Underworld, The Banu Sasan in Arabic Society and Literature,
1976; Chenry,T., The Assemblies of Harriri ,1969; Drory, R., Introducing
Fictionality into Classical Arabic Literature: the Magama, Models and Contacts:
Arabic Literature and its Impact on Medieval Jewish Culture; Drory, Three
Atempts to Legitimize Fiction”™; EI’, s.v. Maqama; Margoliouth, D.S.
“Hamadhani”.EI',2, 1927, Leiden, pp 242-243.; Mattock, “The Early History of
the Magama”,JAL 15,P.1-18; Malti-Douglas, “Maqgamat and Adab”,JOAS 105,
1985, p. 247-258; Monroe, The Art of Badi az-zaman ,1983; Metz, A., Hikayat
Abi-I-Qasim (1902); Metz, The Reneaissance of Islam,1973; Mubarak,Z., La
prose arabe au IV° siécle de 'HEGIRE (x° Siécle), 1931.

% Ahmad b. al-Hisayn b. Yahya al-Hamdani (d. 358/969), Abi al-Fadl, a prominent
writer who composed magamas whose style al-HarirT adopted when writing his
own ( Yatimat al-dahr 4:256, 167; Mujam al-udaba’1:94; Wafayat al-a‘yan 1:39ff;
Ma‘ahid al-tansis 3:113; al-A lam 1:115; Eil, p. 124; Brockelmann I, pp. 229, 263.

" Aba Bakr Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Duraid al-Azdi (d. 321/933 in Baghdad),
author of a/-Jamhara and the stories which Abi ‘Alf al-Qali told in his name in his
book al-Amali (Mubarak, al-Natr al-fanni 1:277; Da’irat al-ma @rit al-islamiyya
3:62-63; Ibn Hallikan, Wafayat al-a‘yvan 1:497; Irsad al-arib 6:483; al-Bagdadi,
Tarih Bagdad 2:195; Majallat al-majma“ al-ilmi al-‘arabi 19:74; Brockelmann
1:172; al-Bagdadi, Hazanat al-adab 1:490-491, 2:145; al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-
mizan, 5:132; Ibn al-Anbari, Nazhat al-alibba’, p. 322; Drory, “Introducing
Fictionality into Classical Arabic Literature”, in 7The Magama, Models and
Contacts: Arabic Literature and its Impact on Medieval Jewish Culture

(Fictionality), p.18.

26



mentions that he invented them from the springs of his breast, in Persian
markets and wild expressions. He countered them with four-hundred
magamas on mendicants”.”' However, after that we find no indication for
a connection between Ibn Darid and begging.”* Beeston has pointed out
that the tales which al-Tantihi (d. 384/944) collected in his a/-Faraj ba‘da
al-sidda were taken from a source of Arab tales and anecdotes which was
widespread at the time in the Arab world.” There have also been
attempts to deny al-Hamdani the status of having invented this genre,”
although today many admit that he was indeed “the father of the
magama’.”> About one-hundred years after al-Hamdani’s’® magamas al-
Hariri (d. 516/1122) wrote his, and admitted his debt to al-Hamdani in
the following words which he wrote in the Introduction to his magamas.”’
But although al-Hariri did not originate the magama genre, from an

artistic and a stylistic perspective his works are superior to those of al-

n Al-Hasri, Zahr al-adab 1:307; Mubarak, a/-Natr al-fanni 1:198-199; Da’irat al-
ma Grif, s.v. al-Hamdani.

72 Blachere et Masnou, A/-Hamadhani,Magamdt (séances) choisies de I'arabe, avec
une étude sur le genre ,1957.pp 13-15.

7 Drory,R., op.cit., p. 18-20; Mattock, “The Early History of the Maqama”, JAL 15,
1974, p.1.

™ Al-Hasri, op.cit. 1:235; Mubarak, op.cit. 1:206.

B EP, s.v. Magama.

" Al-Qasim b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Utman, Abii Muhammad al-Hariri al-Basri, a
well-known writer, author of a/l-Magamat al-haririyya (Ibn Hallikan, Wafayat al-
ayan 1:419; Miftah al-saada 1:179; al-Bagdadi, Hazanat al-adab 3:117; al-
‘Abbasi, Ma@hid al-tansis 3:272; Ibn al-Jawzi, Mir’at al-zaman 8:109; D.S.
Margoliouth, in Da’rat al-ma‘arif al-islamiyya 7:365; Brockelmann 1:486).

" Al-Hariri, al-Magamat, p. 11.
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Hamdani, the genre’s inventor.”® According to Yaqat al-Hamawi in his
Mu§am al-udaba’, al-Harirm’s status as a poet was comparable to that of
the famous Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Mutanabbi (d. 354/965).” The
success which al-Hariri’s magamas enjoyed changed the status of this
genre, which became accepted as an official form of canonical literature.
In fact, al-Hariri’s magamas came to be considered models of Arabic
eloquence and style, a position which they have retained in modern times
as well. As a result many subsequent composers of magamas followed
his example and focused on language, style and motif, rather than on
imagination and ironic imitation.*® Some scholars consider the magima
to be the only narrative form in medieval Arabic literature. However, as
Beaumont pointed out, the attention which its narrative character has
attracted has interfered with the proper understanding of the genre. He
also regards the magama in the form which it was given by al-Hamdani
and al-Hariri as a narrative genre, but one whose most prominent
characteristic is its symbolism; it mainly has to do with signs and

symbols, rather than imitation. Beaumont adds that al-Hamdani’s and al-

7® Beeston, The Genesis of the Magamat Genre” JAL, 2, 1971 ,pp.1-12; al-Natr al-
fanni 2:206; Zahr al-adab 1:235; Badi al-Zaman al-Hamdani, ra’id al-qissa, p.
4009.

" Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Hasan al-Ja‘fi al-Kafi, Abi al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi, the
“wise poet” and one of the luminaries of Arabic literature, was born in al-Kiifa
and grew up in Damascus (al-‘Abbasi, Ma@hid al-tansis 1:27; al-‘Asqalani, Lisan
al-mizan 1:159. (al-Bagdadi, 7arih Bagdad 4:102; R. Blachere in Di’irat al-
maarif al-islamiyya 1:363-371; al-Hamaw1, Mu Jam al-udaba’12:261).

% Drory, Introducing Fictionality into Classical Arabic Literature”, in The Magama,
Models and Contacts: Arabic Literature and its Impact on Medieval Jewish

Culturé®, p.26 ; EF, s.v. Magama.
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Hariri’s magamas are sarcastic, but their sarcasm is expressed
symbolically rather than by way of meaning and content.*' The main
innovation which the magama introduced was that it presented a fictional
tale. However, despite the fact that the genre consisted of explicitly
fictional tales, its fictional character was greatly obscured in the process
of its successful acceptance as legitimate literature. Thus, instead of a
focus on its fictional features, we find a focus on its language, style and
subject. It is thus fair to say that in a sense narrative fiction was regarded
as humorous rather than serious, and therefore would not have been
considered a proper vehicle for the literary expression of serious
thoughts. This can explain why classical Arabic prose narrative literature

was never considered as the conveyor of serious messages about reality.*
83

Tales of scoundrels

In the literatures of the world tales abound of thieves, scoundrels (sutfar),
vagabonds ( ‘@ayyarim), crooks (zu“ar) and brigands ( ‘uyyaq). This kind of
tale has always been popular in Arab culture, at least since al-Jahiz, the
pioneer of Arabic folkloristic writing, followed by numerous others,
composed books dedicated completely to verses, stories, anecdotes and

sayings about the different types of such scoundrels, their tricks and

! Beaument, D., “The Ttrickster and Rhetoric in the Maqamat”, Edebiyat 5, 1994,

p.3.

% EAL, s.v. “fiction”, p.230; Drory, "Introducing Fictionality into Classical Arabic
Literature”, in The Magama, Models and Contacts: Arabic Literature and its
Impact on Medieval Jewish Culture, p. 22.

% See our Magamat al- Abbas, pp. 15ff.
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styles, their social customs and “professional” traditions. These works
came to be known as Arabic “scoundrel” (suttdr) literature.™

As we just mentioned, this type of folktale is found in literatures all over
the world and in all cultures. However, it has also been historically
proven that the tales of this type are especially popular in certain periods

of time, namely when a culture disintegrates, when its spirit dwindles and

 Al-Najjar, Hikayat al-suttar wal-ayyarin fi al-turat al-‘arabi, p. 7. The word satir
(pl. Suttar) as a noun means someone who behaves maliciously towards his folk or
rebels against his father and lives a life of depravity. As an adjective one says al/-
liss al-satir meaning a resourceful, clever thief. Zu“4rand ‘ayyarin are scoundrels
and vagabonds who do not work for a living. ‘Uyyag (s. 4’g) are brigands who
block the roads. See the relevant entries in general dictionaries, and also: al-
Najjar, Hikayat al-suttar wal-‘ayyarin, pp. 7-9. On this class of people, their
literature and stories, see the following sources: al-Jahiz, a/-Bayan wal-tabyin
3:347-348; al-Muqaddasi, AfAsan al-tagasim, p. 120; Ibn al-Atir, al-Kamil i al-
tarifh 6:268-269, 272-273, 8:416, 9:35, 70-71; al-Tabari, Tarih al-rusul wal-muliik
8:448-480, 456-457; al-Mas‘tdi, Muriy al-dahab 3:397-415, 4:163-164, 168; al-
Baladuri, Futih al-buldan, pp. 368-369; al-Tanthi, a/-Faraj ba‘ad sidda 3:231-233,
4:238-240, 227-267, 251-255; Ibn Hazm, Tawq al-hamama, p. 187; Mustafa,
Kitab al-futuwwa, pp. 16-17; Hikdyat Abi al-Qasim al-Bagdadi, p. 375; al-
Tawhidi, a/-Basa’ir wal-daha’ir 4:171-174; al-Imta“ wal-muanasa 2:55, 3:147-162;
al-Ta‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr 3:323, 356-377; lbn al-Jawzi, Ahbar al-adkiya’, pp.
186-202; al-Hamdani, Magamat al-Hamdani, al-magama al-rusafiyya, pp. 164-
172; al-Sarisi, al-Hikdaya al-sa‘biyya fi al-mujtama‘ al-filastini, pp. 145-147,
Bosworth, Clliford Edmund, 7he Mediaeval Islamic Underworld — the Banii
Sasan in Arabic Society and Literature, E. J. Brill, Leiden 1976, vol 1, pp. 30-47,
96-131.; Pellat, Charles, "Gahizana III: Essai d'inventaire de I'ccuvre gahizenne",

Arabica, 3, Leiden 1956, p. 167; 31, 1984, p. 150.
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its star wanes. Most extant “scoundrel” tales thus originate in times when
a culture was past its prime and on the path of deterioration and decline.
This has been shown to be true with respect to the cultures of India,
Babylonia, Pharaonic Egypt, and the Arabs.®

To conclude, we have seen that scholars hold varying opinions on how to
define folktales, and on their origins and evolution over time. However,
we have also found that despite their differing origins, they were passed
on from one generation to the next, some in writing and others orally.
The styles of these tales are quiet varied, and they reflect various
religious, social, economic, environmental and geographical concepts and

the circumstances of human life in general.

% Krapp, 7Im al-fiilklir, pp. 109-112.
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